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Pagans generally believe in
reincarnation. That means that
after this life, the soul would “rest”
a-while and then enter this plain
igain as another bei

“We tend 1o believe that every-
thing in the universe from stars to
lunch meat is recycled. So most
belicve in reincarnation, but we
don't know,” she sald,

Neo-paganism, which is con-
stantly reinventing itself, is a reli-
gion of self-discovery. Rodemaker
said that it was possible for some-
one to enter the circle and de-
scribe a dream they had which de
picted a ceremony such as singing
A certain song under the full
moon

“We don't know what the old re-
Tigion was. We're recreating some-
thing thai goes back to the dawn
of human history,” said Rodemak-

or.

“Well probably try it and see if
it works. If it works for us it could
indoctrinated,” she said.

NIUs Kisel said the neo-pagan
movement goes back to the “radi-
cal '60%." He said there were prob-
ably many inspirations {or the neo-
pagan movement: the commune
movement, dissatisiaction with or-
ganized religion and experimenta-
tion with several different reli-
glons including the eastern reli-
glons.

No set creed

Pagans have no one creed, book
ar set of doctrine, according to
Rodemaker. So each group or cir-
¢le can be considered a separate
denomination of paganism.

There are, however, certain cals
egories of religious beliel into
which the pagan religion can be
broken down. They are: American
Indian; European Wicean or Wicea
which has it's own varie =
;d;rnund and subsets; African in-

igenous religions, which is most-
Iy pr:n ticed by people of African
it Latino traditions, which is
ﬂlll,I closely related to
cism; and Dianic which is
exclusively a women's refigion.

“The biggest difficulty is that we
need to I|m| a way lo ordain our
rministers,” sald Rodemaker.

The prablems that come about
with no formal ordainment system |
i% that pagan priests and priest-
esses are unable to perform leaal
functions such as performi
dings unless they are or amed
through another church.

“The mosi, common way. is
through unitarian !:hunh or-

daining system, but it's not ours,”
=aid Ro aker. *It’s ceﬂainty
igood training and we have a great

“deal in common such as thinking
Ihnl th;s world we're in now is im-

‘I'he basis of the Unitarian Uni-
w:rsu!:sr church is that each per-
 son has the right to search for in-

'ﬂvldual h-ullsu:nd Tn.ia:nlmx‘i 1ti I.s

it respect for each individual's

for truth that allows e
of what seem (o be different be-
llefs 1o come together to worship.

It's why many UU churches have

pagan circles holding worship in
their chure

S =UU (Unitarian Universalist)

ichurch is the only organized

‘church | ever voluntarily belon

“to,” said Wolf. “I'm a board mem-

ber. I'm on the long-range plan-

“ning committee. | go there every

nday.”

- Rud’;makur said that she be-
Hieves there are probably a couple
rof thousand pagins worshiping in
“the Fox Valley area.

1% “And there’s probably another
5,000 people who are interested
“but who :mmﬁ :I“ r‘ht‘-:;lﬁialg_a‘ii
e might run into 5

; ﬁ‘-‘ tn'isuke"or something,”
“she said, pointing out that there

Are nonpracticing pagans just as

there are nonpracticing Catholics.

When a member of the commu-

“nity joins i pagan circle it's not
“converting”. It's not “being

saved " It is called homecarning.

« "There's no change, no revela-

Stion; just the recognition that

“other people {eel the way you do,”

“said Rodemaker,

--mWoilbs;xmzd she felf the mutu‘;f

ing about paganism is that it
lows for differences in beliefs and
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* " “Every pagan you talk to has a

= :lll'femll reason for bvmn‘ pﬁa
o

24
: "We are all sacred. Every one of
=us has a unique and sacred part]
- within ourselves. No one Is more
< sacred than anyone else,” said
& Waolf.




