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n a society oriented toward Judeo-Christian {s
ditions, the neo-pagan religions are often h
den behind a curtain of misunderstanding,
“(There is) the notion that we are Satanists,
said Treva Rodemaker, acting priestess for a
pagan circle which meets at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church of Geneva. i
; “§aranism is as much anti-pagan as it is anti-Christ-
ian,

She explained that one of the symbols of the pagan
religion is the five-pointed star or pentagram with one
of its points pointed upward. The “sacred” symbols of
Satanists are the upside-down cross which is anti-
Christian and also the upside-down pentagram which
is anti-pagan.

In fact, the pagan religion doesn’t have Satan or an

equivalent personification of evil. According to Rode-
maker, a Satan-figure isn't necessary for any divine ret-

ribution in paganism because they believe in some-
thing like Karma.

But Dr. Theodore Kisel, who teaches a world reli-
gions class at Northern Illinois University, disagrees.
He said it people did not have to wait for the old testa-
ment to worship evil.

“The very nature of polytheism (worshipping more
than one god) is that some gods and goddesses are
good or have the qualities of good and others are evil
or have the qualities of evil,” he said.

Rodemaker said her group should not be perceived
as a threat to other faiths.

“We also hear that we're anti-Christian or that we're
trying to break down Christian beliefs which is not
true,” Rodemaker said.

“We have as much to do with Christianity as Confu-
cianism has to do with Christianity.... It is no more a threat
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! Wolf, “The Neo-pagan movement — or whatey-
_1‘ eryou want {o call this thing that's going on - is people
jerywhere are trying to get back in touch with the
md their feelmgs
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. meaning’ — meaning, earth and the validation of
their feehngs " she said.
“We're concerned with this earth that we see as a
metaphor for the creator and as part of the creator,”

says that there is the son
Jesus, the Father and the Holy
Spirit. Pagans believe the cre-
ative forces are best repre-
sented as a mother goddess
said.

and all life were created.
“So we and the stars and the bugs and everythmg
are the sons and daughters of god. That gives us
tremendous responsibility,” she said.
“The trees and the rocks are our brothers and sis-
ters. We're the louder and noisier sibling, so we proba-
bly get more of the parents’ attention.”
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